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      Date   5th February 2019 

  

Dear Clerk to the Council, 
 

Future High Street Fund  

As you are probably aware in the 2018 Autumn Budget, Government announced £675M to 
support investment in high streets and town centres through the Future High Street Fund. 
 
The Fund, which is aimed at ensuring high streets are fit for the future, was launched just 
after Christmas, with details being provided on the application process and fund criteria. The 
deadline for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for the first round is 22nd March 2019, with a further 
round anticipated in 2020.  
 
The Fund requires that principal authorities only put forward a single, transformative 
submission covering one high street or town centre in the area, or if a sufficiently robust 
strategic business case is made, then the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG) may consider applications which deliver interventions across a number 
of locations. 
 
Currently the criteria against which submissions will be judged is not clear, and we have 
sought clarity on this, as well as that there will be further bidding rounds. The resource 
implications in developing a robust, evidenced and co-funded EOI that is under-pinned by 
comprehensive stakeholder engagement within this relatively short timescale is significant.  
Therefore, Central Bedfordshire Council will not submit an EOI in round 1, but rather will look 
to develop proposals for round 2.  At which point the criteria should be clearer. We believe 
this will allow time to engage all interested stakeholders, identify and assess options, that will 
give a greater probability of success and meaningful interventions being taken forward. 
 
We are committed to working collaboratively with Town Council’s and stakeholders who are 
interested in exploring this opportunity. If you are interested, it would be helpful if you could 
register your interest with Stephen Mooring, Head of Place Delivery at 
stephen.mooring@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk, by the end of February 2019.  
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More details about the Future High Street Fund can be found at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-high-streets-fund/future-high-street-
fund. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Councillor Nigel Young 
Executive Member, Regeneration & Business 
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